
DES MOINES AREA MPO
Iowa Commercial Real Estate Association

June 2, 2022



Today, we’ll touch on….

• Regional Priority Transportation Projects

• MPO Funding

• Rain Campaign

• Local Governments for Sustainability

• Transload Facility

• Water Trails

• Economic Development District



ABOUT
Federally required entity
Provides regional forum 
Allocates US DOT dollars
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PRIORITY 
TRANSPORTATION 
PROJECTS



Southeast Connector

• Four-lane complete street 
connecting downtown Des 
Moines to U.S. Highway 65

• $50 million

DES MOINES / 
PLEASANT HILL



New Terminal

• New 14-gate terminal at 
existing airport

• $500 million

DES MOINES 
AIRPORT



Operations & Maintenance Facility

• Maintenance building, bus 
storage and an office building.

• Alleviate flooding concerns

• Expand electric fleet

• $68.5 million

DES MOINES AREA 
REGIONAL TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY



Raccoon River Pedestrian East 
Trail Bridge

• Pedestrian bridge across the 
Raccoon River 

• Connect Raccoon River Park 
and Walnut Woods State Park

• $5 million

WEST DES MOINES



I-35-80 interchange with U.S. 
6/Hickman Road

• Widen I-35/80 and construct 
auxiliary lanes from Douglas 
Ave. to University Ave.

• Reconfigure US 6/Hickman Rd 
Interchange.

• $58 million

IDOT, CLIVE,
URBANDALE



One- to two-way conversion

• Grand and Locust (5th-17th)

• 6th Ave. and 7th St. 
(MLK to University)

• 2-way on-street bicycle 
facilities on 5th Ave. 

• $12 million

CONNECT 
DOWNTOWN



Seeking Interstate Designation

• Clearer signage

• Economic Development

• Maintain access for existing 
users (slow-moving and 
overweight)

Required Steps

• State exemption for 
minimum speed limit

• Federal weight exemption

PURPLE HEART 
HIGHWAY



MPO FUNDING





RAIN CAMPAIGN



Rain Campaign





Rain Campaign

How can we engage and empower residents to manage stormwater where it lands?



raincampaign.org



Rain Campaign



ICLEI REGIONAL MEMBERSHIP



ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability

First & largest global network of local governments 
devoted to solving the world’s most intractable 
sustainability challenges.

• Regional Membership benefits

• Frameworks for policy and action

• Tools – ClearPath*, Temperate, LEARN

• Technical assistance for region and member 
communities

• Network of regions and communities working on 
similar initiatives

• Des Moines member and leadership role



ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability

Through our membership:

• Remove technical barrier 

• Provide data to cities 

• Incorporate findings into MPO short- & 
long-range planning 

• Encourage cohesiveness of regional data

• Connect region with custom technical 
resources and trainings, as needed

• Save region of up to $15,000 annually on 
individual fees

• Position region for infrastructure funding



DES MOINES TRANSLOAD FACILITY



$11.2 MILLION BUILD GRANT & 

TOWARD CONSTRUCTION OF DES MOINES TRANSLOAD FACILITY

$1.7 MILLION IDOT LOAN:



DES MOINES 
TRANSLOAD FACILITY

UNIQUE ACCESS: 
• Three Class 1 Rail Carriers 
• One Class 2 Rail Carrier 
• Only 25% of shippers in 

the nation have access to 
more than one Class 1 Rail 
Carrier 

• Direct access to the 
majority of U.S., Canadian 
and Mexican rail network 

Iowa Capitol
Transload Site

SE Connector
MLK Parkway







Aerial Map of Property With Infrastructure Defined





WATER TRAILS



Iowa’s First
Regional Water 
Trails Plan

• 150 miles of creeks 
and rivers

• Adopted November 
2016



86 ACCESS 
SITES
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UPSTREAM 
ACCESS:

PHASE 1
PROSPECT PARK



PRIMARY 
PUT-IN POINT:

PHASE 1
BIRDLAND MARINA



PRIMARY 
TAKE-OUT POINT:

PHASE 1
HARRIOT STREET
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT



Economic Development District (EDD)

POLK JASPERDALLAS

WARREN MARION

STORYBOONE

BOONE

DALLAS

STORY

JASPER

POLK

MARION

WARREN

Central Iowa was state’s only region without EDD designation from U.S. 
EDA.

It qualified for an EDD designation due to national emergency 
declaration for the pandemic – the first time the region has qualified 
since 2008 floods.



Mid-Iowa has been missing out 

on funding. 

EDDs are often the first to 

receive EDA funding after major 

disasters.

For example, Mid-Iowa missed 

out on $470,000 in no-match 

funding from the CARES Act 

because it lacked an EDD.

MAKING IOWA WHOLE $61.9 million in EDA 

investments in Iowa 

since 2018. Per-capita 

spending was six 

times higher outside 

Central Iowa.

$3.2 million in Central 

Iowa  

(~ $4/person)

$58.7 million outside 

Central Iowa 

(~ $25/person)



BOONE

DALLAS

STORY

JASPER

POLK

MARION

WARREN

STATE OF IOWA

UNANIMOUS 
SUPPORT EDD



5

The Mid-Iowa Planning Alliance for Community Development (MIPA) was 
created in September 2021 for the purpose of becoming an EDD and 
supporting economic development activities in Boone, Dallas, Jasper, 

Marion, Polk, Story, and Warren Counties. 

MID-IOWA PLANNING ALLIANCE FOR 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (MIPA)

BENEFITS

• Regional Plan

• Funding 

• Staff Support



IT’S OFFICIAL: MIPA is an EDD

Received notice 

January 26 that 

the Mid-Iowa 

region has been 

officially 

designated an 

Economic 

Development 

District by the U.S. 

Economic 

Development 

Administration.



MEMBERSHIP: 52 Jurisdictions
Adel

Ames

Ankeny

Baxter

Bondurant

Boone

Carlisle

Clive

Colfax

Cumming

Des Moines

Dallas County

Elkhart

Grimes

Hartford

Huxley

Indianola

Jasper County

Johnston

Kellogg

Knoxville 

Lambs Grove

Lynnville

Marion County

Melcher-Dallas

Milo

Mingo

Mitchellville 

Monroe

Nevada 

Newton

Norwalk

Oakland Acres

Ogden

Pella

Perry

Pleasant Hill

Pleasantville

Prairie City

Polk County

Reasnor

Runnells

Story City

Story County 

Sully

Urbandale

Valeria

Van Meter

Waukee

West Des Moines

Windsor Heights

Zearing

Membership as of May 16, 2022

91% of Mid-Iowa population is covered



THANK YOU

Allison van Pelt
Senior Planner
avanpelt@dmampo.org
www.dmampo.org

Altoona • Ankeny • Bondurant • Carlisle • Clive • Dallas County • Des Moines • DART • Grimes • Johnston • Mitchellville Norwalk • 

Pleasant Hill • Polk City • Polk County • Urbandale • Warren County • Waukee • West Des Moines • Windsor Heights


